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Limits to the Market Ideology with Regard to Environmental Issues:

A Critical-Sociological Review
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= Abstract

Limits to the Market Ideology with Regard to Environmental Issues:

A Critical-Sociological Review

Kim, Heung-Soon

This paper critically reviews two issues of “allowance of private property rights
to environment” and “commodification of environment” suggested by the mar-
ket-oriented approach as effective alternatives in dealing with environmental
problems. First of all, this study, regarding allowance of private ownership to envi-
ronment, criticizes the market-oriented approach in terms of the following four as-
pects: the environment is pertinent to public realm and not to private realm; the
approach tends to overlook the interests of unprivileged groups such as low-income
class and future generation; it is morally unjust in terms of equally treating harmers
and sufferers; and its anthropocentric viewpoint is extremely dangerous. Also, this
study points out the following five problems of commodification of environment.
First, the hypothesis of weak sustainability adopted by the market ideology is an-
ti-ecological. Second, its attitude that regards environment as resources is extremely
dangerous. Third, reductionism that is the basis of the approach cannot deal with
environmental issues sufficiently. Rather, it can make the problems worse. Fourth,
it is retrogressive in terms of distribution of wealth. Fifth, although market-oriented
approach is based on preference utilitarianism for the scientific analysis, people’s

preference can be manipulated without limits in reality.

Keywords: market ideology, private property ownership, commodification of

environment, critical sociology
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