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Anti-Mining Community Movement and Multi-Scalar Solidarity:
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= Abstract

Anti-Mining Community Movement and Multi-Scalar Solidarity:

Political Ecology of RapuRapu Project in the Philippines

Eom, Eun-Hui

This study aims to describe and interpret the evolutionary process of the commun-
ity people’s protest from a simple resistance for subsistence to the new type of
social movement by the case of anti-mining movement in RapuRapu Island. For
this purpose, I have traced the discourses and practices of various actors from multi-
ple scales, clarified the properties of each scalar actor, and analyzed the changes
in their narratives and discourses through scalar interactions.

RapuRapu Mining Project is the first one acquiring the mining permit as 100%
foreign ownership in the Philippines. The project has been initiated by Australia
based mining firm named Lafayette with two Korean companies in 2004. Actually
RapuRapu Island is a small fishery community and wasn’t suitable as a mining
site because it is located in the pathway of tropical typhoon. However, central gov-
ernment and mining TNC have persisted the mining in this island, and mining
spills has broken two times in October 2005. After accidents, most of RapuRapu
people faced the difficulties in their livelihood because of the polluted marine
ecosystem.

RapuRapu struggle was started on the conflict between neoliberal central state
and mining TNC and powerless community people as victims. After mining spill,
however, it has evolved toward complex, dynamic, and multi-scalar protests since
many agencies and group in various scales have involved in. Because each agency
or organization has different interests involving RapuRapu mining project, their
starting points and mobilized discourses were also different. However, they had close-
ly interacted with each other inside protests, in turn, had made changed their dis-

courses and practices positively, and had strengthened their solidarity for shutting
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down mining development. In this process, opposite camp has showed the possibility

of globalization from below through engaging in scale-politics.

Keywords: RapuRapu mining spills, resistance for subsistence, multi-scalar

protest, scalar interaction, globalization from below
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