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An empirical review about the debates on privatization of water industry

in South Korea
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= Abstract

An empirical review about the debates on privatization of water industry

in South Korea

Lee, Sang-Hun

With advance of neo-liberalism, water privatization has imposed great impact
on the third world. However, it turned out failure. In Korea, previous government
tried to pursue the systematic support of water industry instead of public water
management system. Especially, as the current government of president Lee
Myung-Bak drives privatization, there has been big debate over water privatization.
However, water services have various aspects and water industries could be catego-
rized by their own services. Therefore, rather than general critiques at ideological
level, concrete and empirical review to water privatization could give insight for
an appropriate response to water ptivatization. As a matter of fact, many problems
in water provision and management of Korea have historical and structural origin
during the establishment of modern water management system. These problems
could not be solved by water privatization. But at the same time, same story can
be applied to anti-privatization critiques. This paper focuses on institutional solution
rather than ideological debate on privatization and suggests some alternatives; estab-
lishment of fund for resolving regional discrimination in terms of provision of water
service, establishment of democratic water use right, establishment of democratic

and transparent water governance.

Keywords: water privatization, empirical review, modern water management

system, water use right, water governance
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