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= Abstract

A Study on Korea’s Urban Knowledge:

Focusing on the Post-1980s Urban Situation

Cho, Myung-Rae

This paper attempts to examine Korea’s post-1980s urban reality and its cognitive
reflection on ‘urban knowledge’. Analytical focus is on revealing the typology, in-
ternal power configuration and discursive attributes of urban knowledge. The reason
why the time ‘post-1980s’ is chosen for review is because Korea’s urbanization is
at a phase of ‘maturity’ in the late1980s and the contemporary urbanity of Korea
reflects the urban characteristics obtained since then. The paper is organized as
follows. It begins with taking a review on the conceptual issues of city and
knowledge. Then it is followed by examining the urban reality and knowledge in
the four distinctive periods corresponding to governmental years: 1987 ~1992, 1993
~1997, 1998 ~2002, 2003 ~2007. In each temporal period, examination is made
on the political economic situation, urban issues and the urban subject’s cognitive
reaction to these, urban interpretation, theorization of city and urban modernity.

Final section draws the typology of urban knowledge and discourses in Korea.

Keywords: urban reality, the urban subject, urban knowledge topography, urban

discourse
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