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Agora: A Carnival and Aesthetic-Political Space
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= Abstract

Agora: A Carnival and Aesthetic-Political Space

Park, Seung-Kyu

In this paper, we speculate on the meaning of the agora from the view of
Bakhktin and Ranciére. In the agora as a space of carnival, languages in various
classes and groups are freely mixed. In the space, social hierarchy breaks down,
and democratic and polyphonic language is dominant. Therefore, the agora is not
an empty space in our reality; rather it’s the space in which politics deeply intervene
into reality. The power attempts to evacuate the agora. In the agora, which is for-
cibly created by the power, the empirical world of individuals is eliminated. People
who live in the modern world cannot identify themselves from the agora. Therefore,
the experience in the agora has double meaning. The power attempts to evacuate
the agora in order to cause a fear experience, like “agoraphobia,” in people. On
the other hand, people try to open carnivals in the agora to draw new political
boundaries. The agora is a space in which many desires exist, along with our
memory. The agora should be thought of as a continuing space to find a complete

meaningful structure.

Keywords: Carnival, Polyphony, Agoraphobia, Chronotope, Bakhtin, Ranciére
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