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= Abstract

Spatialized Technoscientific Practice and

Material Culture in the Laboratory

Lee Jun-Seok

Laboratory has been the main theme of Science and Technology Studies (STS)
including history of science and sociology of science, as the space where scientific
practices take place. However, most of the laboratory studies that have been done
in Korea are based upon contents analysis or short-term ethnographic studies only.
This research is based on 1-year long-term participatory observation in Neuroscience
Research Institute (NRI) which is headed by Prof. Zang-Hee Cho who is one of
the early inventors of PET (Positron Emission Tomography). Since NRI opened in
2004, it has been one of the central places where brain science is being studied
in Korea. This article shows that behind the success of the neuroscience laboratory
lies heterogeneous actors’ formation of complex actor-networks. And it also argues

that the laboratory has the properties of ‘heterotopia’ in Foucauldian term.

Keywords: laboratory studies, brain science, PET and MRI, actor-network

assemblage, heterotopia
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