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= Abstract

Multi-scalar Identities of foreign immigrants and identity politics in Japan

Choi, Byung-Doo

In order to see reconstructing identities of foreign immigrants by type(that is,
marriage migrants, returnees from China, Nikkejjin immigrated from Latin America,
Zainichi Koreans, and migrants workers from South-East Asia) in Japan, this paper
suggests a typology of identity with two axes; one is the blood which regulates
nationality, the other is the way of life cultivated on the basis of places of daily
life, and then examines interrelational and multiscalar processes of identity re-
formulation in relations with Japanese civil society and nation as well as Japanese
local dwellers. This paper also points out that policies for supporting foreign immi-
grants have been initiated by innovative local governments, and then recently the
so-called ‘multicultural coexistence’ policy is actively pursued by many local govern-
ments indifferently with their ideological characters. And hence, characters of local
organizations for supporting foreign immigrants in Japan have developed various
characters and differentiated themselves in certain relationships with local
governments. But multicultural coexistence policies, especially implemented by re-
cent conservative political powers, seem to deepen discrimination with foreign immi-
grants, which are mainly established on the so-called ‘Nibonjinron’ emphasizing the
homogeneity of Japanese race and culture. It is suggested that the contextualism,
a version of the Nibonjinron, can be seen as a model with which one can explain
why multicultural identity is required, and can be developed, on local lifespaces.
Finally it is argued that Japen needs to institutionalize local-global citizenships in
order that foreign immigrants reform their real multicultural identity, and that Japan
transforming to multicultural society can reconstruct new local, national, and global

identity.



270 SR 2011 M1 15(EH 353)

Keywords: Japan, Foreign immigrants, Multiscalar identity, Nibonjinron, Identity

politics




22 2=0l O|FAe| Cht2d Hxldnt Faldel FX| 271

o
ki
Ho
ral

A2 2010, THES] OIS thEslsl o dE AT, A A THREsAE ¢
B3 A AR, Aetstn S9EsH, 14~55.

2. 1993 "3 A1) R 453 B35l <XGAT>, ML A
AT B, 203), 69~95.

XS, 2000. "HEL] =S FAFo A pEREET]S N9 R F, <KTEAIF
A8 >, 13(1), 95~115.

HAA. 2009. "HAT Y Z|FY] HAY: 2T FARK] 4T oS F
Ao, <A ALY, 83, 313~341.

SR8 2005, TAFY] GERJIEY FA|, KYALFTETATD, 52(2), 225~243.

HhET AR 2004, TEAATO R B St a) dEEEe] G4 Bl - cAfo] ek

Y EEHE FAHLR . KFAAGATS, 8(1), 245~270.

wlod 2001, "TZRIEIANFY ol gt 1z - WhHEAFe] FAIFEE TR, <Y
HSIH >, 46, 271~283.

0]4:3]. 2001. "5 vlake] ‘A39] P ol igt 1 - BARIAHUE] TAA,.
LGulEgvUE>, A1), 103~125.

YA, 2007. TG Bapsiel Al $1] FAEA|: Hok~E et A 58,
LFFFFE=Z>, 43, 101~130.

A2 1999. "X LAdsle) A /3] A olEfe] ] - YE Solekd H1]
Y F2E FHoE, A9 FAEY, 56, 79~120.

Z3u]. 2003, "YESN] BiETHY AY T3 ofolulElE] - AR 2AEE W
AgeElE, AR <GEJESEY, 23, 495~523.

_.2009. "ARS)A HelsAlEY AFAERS e 4] Wk e kiR
1 ZHRAGIETY SIAT-E ARIZ,. <AFAIAGESA]>, 156),
803 ~819.

T 2008, TBAG BT FF I FES B EAMEA A =AY
22|83 A, 14(5), 604~627.

2010 "TYE ‘ThEslEA AT A GA3]Y] A 5 3) 9= olFAE
S 2% AGAS|HA S S - AT} S|EAIVLY] AEHE TACE,.
<HEA TSRS, 4403), 301~325.

gkem). 2003, "TUES] WA FAslel thEsle] ¥, <FESRIFRE,
36(1), 119~147.

2010, "FAISAIHS] F7E AHARA] 28|31 o] Sethnic citizen)’: FHE
CEFARZH-9 ‘Theslaop A3 e AlY h=xz2idlole] g, «Sh=w3)
QIFER>, 43(1), 263~305.



272 S| 2011 M1 15(EH 353)

k3. 2006. "YES] ThEslEA FET oloJHIEE AlTF,. <ARE9E FAb», 71,
155~184.

2008 TRIEW ALE-S 53 He AYFAQ1S] ololdlElE] - WS 9] FHA
o} A2 9r],. KYEATE=E>, 27, 281~315.

EF—HNCIENT. o]X|2). 2010. T9)= HEAFA oA ‘2% I3 A5 9
olu). BEbdole] AGAFEAXE AR, A% H. HHE3AE dRa
A AR, Aedigtn S3HEeH, 269 ~298.

TERZZA. 2001, TEFERE BN HCHROTAF Y74 T4 BAHE

BRI 4055, 1998. "7E S B AT O ERS & il Fr RS g

BEOERASURT . 1982, THAREETSE - toEM4R ), FLEHRE

AT 2006, "7 RIS 2= BA,. KHISATE>, 25, 85.

FRARE. 1989, " HEHEA O AIEISR,. SLocE. HR

2006 TEHE LT 7y Kt BAEE

BEE—(OFART 210]2)- {ZE(E2D. 2010. TSIAFUER] J0}E Sl & Az
g9 F3A,. wEl A oS A Al gD, Aeusta 2
2319, 193~234.

AR 1995, THASYGROBE - BB AROUbL 747 ¥ F 1 71— FTROH
jit.

—

Bail, H. L. 2005. “The new Chinese immigration to Japan.” China Perspectives, 61, 2~17.

Ball, R. and Piper, N. 2002. “Globalisation and regulation of citizenship - Filipino migrant
workers in Japan.” Political Geography, 21, 1013 ~1034.

Befu, H. 2001. Hegemony of Homogeneity: An Anthropological Analysis of Nibonjinron. Trans
Pacific Press. Melbourne.

bhabha, h. k. 1994. The Location of Culture. London. Routledge.

Burgess, C. 2004. “Maintaining identities: discourses of homogeneity in a rapidly globaliz-
ing Japan.” Electronic Journal of Contemporary Japanese Studies.
http://www.japanesestudies.org.uk/articles/Burgess.html?ref=Yapma.net.

Burgess, C. 2008a. “Celebrating ‘Multicultural Japan’ - Writings on ‘Minorities’ and the
Discourse on ‘Difterence’.” Electronic Journal of Contemporary Japanese Studies. (5 Dec.).

. 2008b. “(Re)Constructing boundaries: international marriage migrants in Yamagata
as agents of multiculturalism.” in Graburn, N. Ertl. J. and Tierney, K.(eds).
Multiculturalism in the New Japan: Crossing the Boundaries Within, Berghahn Books.
New York and Oxford, 63~81.

Carvalho, D. 2003. “Nikkei communities in Japan. in Goodman, R., Peach, C., Takenaka,



22 =0l O|FA2| Cht=2d Mgt Fxdel FX| 273

A., and White, P. (eds.). Global Japan: the Experience of Japan’s New Immigrant and
Overseas Communities, Routledge. London and New York, 195~208.

Castells, M. 1997. The Information Age: Economy. Society and Culture: vol. The Power of Identity.
Blackwell. Oxford.

Cupers, K. 2005. “Towards a nomadic geography: rethinking space and identity for the
potentials of progressive politics in the contemporary city.” International Journal of
Urban and Regional Research, 29(4), 729~739.

Douglass, M. and Roberts, G. S. (eds). 2004. Japan and Global Migration: Foreign Workers
and the Advent of a Multicultural Sociry. Routledge. London.

Goodman, R., Peach, C., Takenaka, A., and White, P. (eds.). 2003. Global Japan: the
Experience of Japan’s New Immigrant and Overseas Communities, Routledge, London and
New York.

Goodman, R. 2003. “The changing perception and status of Japan’s returnee chil-
dren(kikokushijo).” in Goodman, R., Peach, C., Takenaka, A., and White, P. (eds.).
Global Japan: the Experience of Japan’s New Immigrant and Overseas Communities,
Routledge, London and New York, 177 ~194.

Graburn, N. H. H., Ertl, J., and Tierney, R. K. (eds). 2008. Multiculturalism in the New
Japan: Crossing the Boundaries within, Berghahn Books.

Hall, S. 1990. “Cultural identity and diaspora.” in Rutherford, J. (ed), Identity: Community,
Culture, Difference, Lawrence and Wishart, London, 222~237.

. 1996. “Who needs ‘identity’?” in Hall, S. and Du Gay, P. (eds), Questions of
Cultural Identiry, Sage, London, 1~17.

Harvey, D. 1993. “From space to place and back again.” in Bird et al.(eds), Mapping the
Futures: Local Culture, Global Change, Routledge, London.

Kang, Kang, S-J. 2001. “Post-colonialism and diasporic space in Japan.” Inter-Asia Cultural
Studies, 2(1), 137 ~144.

Keith, M. and Pile, S. (eds). 1993. Place and the Politics of Identiry, Routledge, London.

Kibe, T. 2006. “Differentiated citizenship and ethnocultural groups: a Japanese case.”
Citizenship Studies, 10(4), 413 ~430.

Lie, J. 2004. “The discourse of Japaneseness.” in Douglass, M. and Roberts, G. S. (eds).
Japan and Global Migration: Foreign Workers and the Advent of a Multicultural Society,
Routledge, 70~90.

Liu-Farrer, G. 2009. “Creating a transnational community: Chinese newcomers in Japan.”
Weiner, M. (ed. 2nd edn.). Japan’s Minorities: The lusion of Homogeneity, Routledge,
London and New York, 118~138.

Murphy-Shigematsu, S. 2004. “Identities of multiethnic people in Japan.” in Douglass,



274 S| 2011 M1 15(EH 353)

M. and Roberts, G. S. (eds). Japan and Global Migration: Foreign Workers and the
Advent of a Multicultural Socity, Routledge, 196~217.

Onuki, H. 2004. The myth of homogeneity and the ‘others’: foreign labor migration and
globalization in the case of Japan, Paper presented at the 45th Annual Convention
of International Studies Association in Montreal.

Pak, K. T. 2000. “Foreigners are local citizens too: local governments respond to interna-
tional migration in Japan.” in Douglass, M. and Roberts, G. S. (eds). Japan and
Global Migration: Foreign Workers and the Advent of a Multicultural Society, Routledge,
London and New York, 244 ~274.

Relph, E. 1976. Place and Placelessness, Pion, London; 7S &- & Al=3] 4. 2005.
TXO]-_/J\_Q,]. Z]-_/J\_}\P/‘;_,_]J =3

Roberts, G. S. 2000. “NGO support for migrant labor in Japan.” in Douglass, M. and
Roberts, G. S. (eds). Japan and Global Migration: Foreign Workers and the Advent
of @ Multicultural Society, Routledge, London and New York, 275~300.

Tai, E. 2009. “Multiethnic Japan and Nihonjin: looking through two exhibitions in 2004
Osaka.” in Weiner, M. (ed. 2nd edn.). Japan’s Minorities: The Ilusion of Homogeneity,
Routledge, London and New York, 139~161.

Takenoshita, H. 2006. “The differential incorporation into Japanese labor market: a com-
parative study of Japanese Brazilians and professional Chinese migrants.” The
Japanese Journal of Population, 4(1), 56~77.

Tsuda, T. 2006. “Localities and the struggle for immigrant rights: the significance of local
citizehship in recent countries of immigration.” in Tsuda, T. (ed), Loca! Citizenship
in Recent Countries of Immigration: Japan in Comparative Perspective, Lexington Books,
Lanham, MD., 3~36.

Weiner, M. (ed.). 2009(1st edn, 1997). Japan'’s Minorities: The Ilusion of Homogeneity,
Routledge, Oxford.

Yamashita, S. 2008. “Transnational migration of women: changing boundaries of con-
temporary Japan.” in Graburn N., Ertl, J. and Tierney, K. (eds). Multiculturalism
in the New Japan: Crossing the Boundaries Within, Berghahn Books, New York and
Oxford, 101~116.

=EE1Y 2011.2.8
=E4AY 2011.2.27

AANEEL 2011.3.6



