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A Preliminary Study on Minority Rights to Public Space:

Focusing on ‘the right to the city’ for rough sleepers
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= Abstract

A Preliminary Study on Minority Rights to Public Space:

Focusing on ‘the right to the city’ for rough sleepers

Kim, Jun-Ho

Public space and publicness discourse are thoroughly derived from majority. Thus
the social minority has been constantly excluded from public space. However, exist-
ing rights discourses such as human rights, citizenship and housing rights do not
properly address this problem. This is due to the fact that the subject of exercising
the rights does not include the minority, and the narrow view of the rights overlooks
the appropriation for public space. A new paradigm of the rights discourse is re-
quired, and this paper alternatively suggests ‘the right to the city’. ‘The right to
the city” based on ‘the recognition of difference’ could product a hybrid public
space, not a substitute ‘wrong’ for ‘difference’. This paper identifies that the minor-
ity in public space can obtain ‘the right to the city’ more effectively by the strategic

tools for ‘solidarity’.

Keywords: public space, publicness, minority, rough sleepers, the right to the

city
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