Cultural Urban Regeneration and the Recovery of Publicness:

Critical Reflections on the Korean Practices of Urban Regeneration
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= Abstract

Cultural Urban Regeneration and the Recovery of Publicness:

Critical Reflections on the Korean Practices of Urban Regeneration

Cho, Moung-Rae

Urban regeneration is regarded as a magic knife to remodeling Korea’s de-
clining cities into a new paradigm of culturally revitalizing city. Yet, perhaps
because of policy’s path-dependency, the real feature of urban regeneration
appears not much different from the existing urban renewal subordinated to
the pursuit of real estate profit maximization. Especially the code of culture
to be inscribed into urban regeneration tends to be degraded into a mere dec-
oration to support the increment of property value, with a result of the in-
strumentalization, commocialization, colonialization and authoritarization of
culure. An attendant problem is the lack of publicness or public virtue in the
regenerated urban space, a phenonenon which Korean cities have persistently
suffered from since the inception of their rapid growth at the early 1960s.
It is high time that critic should be made on demystifying the cultural urban

regeneration booming in Korea’s property market.

Keywords: urban regeneration, cultural regeneration, path dependency, social

regeneration, cultural reproduction structure
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