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= Abstract

The Setback of Tokyo bid for the 2016 Summer Olympics

and the Urban Political Economy

Kim, Eun-Hye

This paper critically analyzes the setback of Tokyo’s bid for the 2016 Summer
Olympics from the perspective of urban political economy. Tokyo Metropolitan
Government(TMG) with policy goal of ‘global city’, it claimed to support the ‘The
Mature city’ to host the Olympic games joining with the urban regeneration. TMG
publicly announced ‘Green-Compact-finance’ as the slogan of the 2016 Olympic
with a plan of urban development project costing one trillion Yen, it was far from
what can promote inclusive urban regeneration. The 2016 hosting activities over-
emphasize the urban competitiveness and Tokyo 23 wards’ gentrification, justified
the urban polarization. TMG repeated the establishment of the ‘growth coalition’
based on the pork-barrel politics in the previous high-growth era, while the civil
society responded to this with an emphasis on life politics and ‘event coalition’.
On the contrary of the slogan, the 2016 hosting activities and plan exposed some
problems: the pollution and the safety of reclaimed land, the increase of the cost
of equipment, and the excessive official expenditures. Even after the failure in the
2016 Olympic bids, TMG has recently expressed its interest in the bid for the 2020
Olympics by proposing a slogan of ‘Japan’s recovery’ from 3-11 Tohoku earthquake
and tsunami. This paper tries to speculate how the mega-events would change the
networks of the global city-regions in the fierce competition of cities in the 21st

century.

Keywords: Olympic(host-candidate) cities, global city, growth coalition, event

coalition
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