Analyzing Changes in Space and Movements

for Opposition and Alternatives in Seoul
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= Abstract

Analyzing Changes in Space and Movements

for Opposition and Alternatives in Seoul

Park, In-Kwon-Lee, Seon-Young

The recent ‘Yongsan-tragedy’ and Community Building Projects represent
a duality of power relationship around civil society in Seoul. While the
state-civil society relation is characterized by oppression and opposition in the
first case, it is characterized by cooperation and participation in the second.
This study seeks the source of this duality by analyzing changes in space and
movements for opposition and alternatives in Seoul over the past 20 years,
using the triadic framework of the state-the market-civil society. We explain
that expansion of democracy and neo-liberalism as counteracting forces affects
the triadic relations, leading to the duality of power relation around civil soci-
ety in Seoul. Opportunistic behaviors of the state and local regime, in-
stitutionalization of urban social movements, and coexistence of participatory
and oppositionary movements are all outcomes of the two contradictory
occasions. From these findings, we derive practical implications for citizens’

movements in Seoul.

Keywords: civil society, the state, the market, citizens’ movements,

neo-liberalism.
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