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Competitiveness or Cohesion?: Conflict and Adjustment

of the Migrant Integration Policy in Seoul, Korea
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= Abstract

Competitiveness or Cohesion?: Conflict and Adjustment of the Migrant

Integration Policy in Seoul, Korea

Park, Se-Hoon

This paper tries to unveil the conflicting views regarding the migrant in-
tegration policy of Seoul, by critically examining the inception and im-
plementation process of the Seoul Global City Policy. The policy was launched in
2007 by the Seoul mayor, Oh Se Hoon as a comprehensive tool for support-
ing foreign residents in Seoul. With a view to the enhancement of city com-
petitiveness, the policy initially targeted foreign investors and tourists.
However, with the mounting policy demand from mostly low income foreign
residents, especially Korean Chinese communities, the policy shifted its focus
from competitiveness to social cohesion. By following the process of policy re-
adjustment and reconstruction, the paper illustrates how Seoul city govern-
ment responded to the population diversification in a globalized era and what

needs to be done for further policy development.

Keywords: The Global City Policy, Migrant Integration Policy, Seoul, City

Competitiveness, Social Cohesion.
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