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= Abstract

Political Sociology of the Establishment of POSCO:

Politics of Scales on Power Relationships among Social Forces

Chang, Se-Hoon

This study intends to examine the power relationships among social forces
surrounding the process of establishing POSCO from the perspective of
‘politics of scales’. By means of the politics of scales which help us to grasp
how social forces construct scales in discourse dimension and jump scales in
action dimension, we can discriminate their influences and relationships
among them concretely. Focusing on three issues surrounding POSCO estab-
lishment on the international, national and urban scale, this paper searched
for their relation modes such as inclusion, exclusion, solidarity and isolation.

This study shows us findings as follows:

First of all, various interest groups were involved in the POSCO
establishment. But the Korean state actively played as the only all-round
player who has jumped among scales and has included and excluded other
groups according to its interests. Secondly, though other social forces were
caged in each scale, they were not the objects of isolation and exclusion.
Therefore state could not propel the establishment of POSCO unilaterally. In
this respect, the existing myths about ‘the strong state’ and Taejun Park, the

founder of POSCO need to be re-examined.

Keywords: POSCO, political sociology, politics of scale, national development

project, jumping scales
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