Rethinking the geography of governmentality

on the South Korean context
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= Abstract

Rethinking the geography of governmentality

on the South Korean context

Gimm, Dong-Wan

Why have states governed cities? How have states been shaped through
governing practices. This article began with this question and tried to rethink
Foucault’s literature on the governmentality. The focus is the invention of
governing technologies for dealing with urban problems in western Europe
since late medieval age. The main text is Foucault’s lecture [Security,
Territory, Population]. This study attempts to highlight the importance of ur-
ban problems by which governmentalities are urged to be varied and
changed. By providing recent achievements of the human geography field, the
possibility of variegated governmentalities are, at least theoretically, justfied.
Furthermore Foucault’s historical evidences could give a useful way to develop
his frame in the context of Korea if two preconditions can be satisfied: 1)
elucidation on the features originated with the colonial experience, 2) consid-

eration on geopolitical singularities of divided states.

Keywords: Foucault, governmentality, territorialization, urbanization, urban planning.
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