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Social Conflicts and Community Changes Caused
by the Location of Nuclear Power Plants and Thermal Effluents:

Focusing on the Case of the Hanvit Nuclear Power Plant
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= Abstract

Social Conflicts and Community Changes Caused by the Location
of Nuclear Power Plants and Thermal Effluents:

Focusing on the Case of the Hanvit Nuclear Power Plant

Hwangbo, Myung-Yun, Sun-Jin

This study aims to explore how social conflicts resulting from thermal effluents
of nuclear power plants have been shaped and how they have changed the commun-
ity, while paying attention to the fact that thermal effluents, not just radioactive
risk, have caused environmental conflicts and various social changes. To do this,
this study selected Gyema-ri Hongnong-eup Younggwang-gun as a study site and
conducted field research and in-depth interviews with diverse stake-holders. This
study then carried out a conflict analysis to analyze causes and development processes
of conflicts and to grasp changes in the community. As a result, this study found
that conflict from thermal effluents of the research site has been deepened through
conflict stages of embryo, expression, extension, escalation and deadlock. In addition,
it identified three major conflicting issues including the scope of damage resulting
from thermal effluents, the reduction effect of the discharge article, and the scope
of compensation scope and way. It also found that the Gyema-ri community around
the Hanvit nuclear power plant has experienced conflicts among local residents and
has consequently been split. The conflicts have been shaped between fishermen and
non-fishermen, residents of Gyema-ri and others, and among fishermen, beyond the
original confrontation between fishermen of the Gyema-ri and the Hanvit nuclear
power plant. This study result implies that it is necessary to grasp broader social
impacts of nuclear power plants and to take nuclear policies more cautiously based

on holistic understanding of problems caused by nuclear power.

Keywords: Nuclear power plant, Hanvit nuclear power plant, thermal effluents,

social conflict, community change
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