The Conflicts between Abstract Space and Concrete Space

in the Case of the Jeju-Island
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= Abstract

Conflict between Abstract Space and Concrete Space

in the Case of Jeju-Island

Seo, Young-Pyo

This paper is an attempt to examine both historical-structural aspect and social
practices that produce specific space through the case of the Jeju-Island. Both natural
environment and social environment that has been recognized and lived as space
of the Jeju have been the conditions of actions or practices of the Jeju people, but
these environments could not have existed without their actions or practices. In
order to analyse these complex interrelations, this paper employs spatial social theory
proposed and developed by Henry Lefebvre. Lefebvre had tried to sophisticate spatial
social theory that could deal with spatial aspect of our society. His idea on space
reached its high point in The Production of the Space. There have been controversies
around his urban theories, but it is undeniable that he played a pivotal role of
inspiring a lot of geographers, sociologists and historians to introduce space into
their research. With Lefebvre, this paper explores conflicts between dominant ab-
stract space and everyday concrete space(space of differences). From this point of
view, the case of Jeju through which we can explore how the development focusing
tourism has eroded the spatial consciousness of Jeju people will be analyzed in terms
of communal ties. And then it criticizes the modern urban development and discusses

an alternative direction of urban regeneration.

Keywords: Henry Lefebvre, production of space, Jeju-Island, modernization, ur-

ban regeneration
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