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Thermal Power Plant and Keihin Coastal Industrial Belt During Japan’s
High Growth Period: Socio-Economic Change

in the Multi-Scalar Perspective
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= Abstract

Thermal Power Plant and Keihin Coastal Industrial Belt During Japan’s
High Growth Period: Socio-Economic Change in the Multi-Scalar

Perspective

Kim, Eun-Hye

This paper is to analyse the Multi-Scale and Socio-Economic Change of thermal
power plant and Keihin Coastal Industrial Belt during Japan’s high growth period
(1955~73) in multi-scalar perspective. The demand for power during Japan’s high
growth period has increased drastically upon the industrialization of heavy chemical
industry and the transition into mass consumption society. The construction of heavy
oil-burning power plants aimed for the high-capacity and efficiency, this process
was combined with the construction on the petrochemical complex (kombinat). This
spatial accumulation of principle in the nodal system development has brought to
the complete changes in life-world. The growth-oriented state and industry set im-
portance on the advantage of agglomeration (the expansion of the plant), while re-
formist local governments and civil society brought out the disadvantage of agglom-
eration (pollution issue). Two spheres have polarized on the cause and problem-solv-
ing processes about pollution conflicts. The specific cases were Tokyo Memorandum
on pollution control and Yokohama Pollution Control Agreement after mid-1960s,
the withdrawal of Chiba’s plant construction in early 1970s. The three cases in
Keihin Coastal Industrial Belt (Tokyo-Yokohama-Chiba) helps us to know the as-
pects of conflicts caused by power plants of Tokyo Electric Power Company
(TEPCO). These plant facilities have intensified the social conflicts, accelerated to
move out the core area in Tokyo. The thermal power plant will be much more
important since the nuclear power plants have stopped after Fukushima nuclear
disaster. Likewise, the change of energy source in thermal plant is the core link,

it has us understand the change of collective consciousness on the power industry.
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