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= Abstract

The comparison of actors’ recognition on social enterprise promotion
policy in local government: Focusing on social enterprises’ managers

and officials in Kyunggi-do

Choi, Jun-Kyu-Park, Hyun-Shin

The social enterprise in Korea emerged to solve the social problems such as the
rise in unemployment, increased demand for social services, and so on. As a result,
the policies on social enterprise were established and the Social Enterprise Promotion
Act was introduced in 2007. Since then, the number of social enterprises has in-
creased more than 1,000 in Korea. However, despite such quantitative expansion
over the past few years, the government policies have been criticized for the qual-
itative problems faced by individual social enterprises. In order to respond to these
criticisms, the government’s latest policies emphasize the roles of local community.
Actually the significant roles of local government were referred to in the 2nd Social
Enterprise Promotion Plan published by Ministry of Employment and Labor in 2013.
In spite of the government’s support, the researches on the role of local government
or local legislation have been relatively rare. Therefore, this study tried to analyze
the actors’ recognition of the social enterprise promotion policy in local government,
Kyunggi-do. Specifically the study compared the attitudes of two groups who are
involved in the policy: policy providers and beneficiaries. The results showed that
two groups, represented by managers and officials, had different awareness on the
policy depending on their social and economic positions. This study will provide

significant implications to derive the strategic orientation of the social enterprise

policy.

Keywords: social enterprise, local preliminary social enterprise, local autonomy,

local legislation
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