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Alternatives to creative economy and creative city:

towards dealienated labour and recreative festivals
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= Abstract

Alternatives to creative economy and creative city:

towards dealienated labour and recreative festivals

Choi, Byung-Du

This paper considers both some significances and limitations or problems of dis-
course of creative economy and creative city, discusses suggestions of theoretical ad-
vocates and critical commentators to resolve these problems, and purposes dealinated
labour and recreative festivals as new alternatives for realization of human creativity.
A reason why theory or policy of creative economy and creative city has attracted
much attention world-widely seems that it has its own normative aspects, that is,
emphasizing human creativity, considering some conditions for creative city, and
giving priority to creativity and creative city over growth of (creative) economy.
But the theory or policy of creative economy or creative city may result in serious
urban problems, including socio-spatial inequality, urban housing and environmental
problems, and psychological stress and anxiety. Even though Florida has admitted
these problems, he suggests a self-contradictive method to solve them. Other many
critical researchers have recommended several types of alternatives, which can be
categorized into theories of social economy, of urban environment, of public politics
and of socialist local government. These alternatives give some important insights
to get rid of limitations of creative economy and/or creative city theory and policy,
they seem not to overcome entirely them. This paper suggests a new alternative,
reconceptualizing creativity as a human potential ability to realize it through pro-
duction process with labour, and proposing dealienation of labour and recreative
festivalization of everyday life in order to recover the disappeared or distorted human
creativity in capitalist society.
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