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= Abstract

A Study on the Korean-American’s Sense of Place Type and Characteristic

of NGO’s for North Korea: Place-Based Psychological Approach

Oh, In-Hye

This study is from the perspective of the place-based psychology and aims at
understanding the links of Korean-American’s sense of place and their preferred
activities in North Korea. The Korean-American contributed to the establishment
of Pyongyang General Hospital, Pyongyang University of Science and Technology,
actively engaged in human rights movement in North Korea, and preparing to pro-
pose the North Kore Orphans Adoption Law to the Congress. The sense of place
toward North Korea is divided into four categories based of Korean American’s
viewpoint of North Korea; ethnic topophilia, ethnic topophobia, other topophilia,
other topophobia. This study tried to explain the NGO activities in view of their
sense of place and intense experiences in North Korea. It is found that ‘the ethnic
topophilia group’ concentrates on various exchange programs and official aid activ-
ities geared to unification, while ‘the other topophilia group’ is more for international
aids and USA-North Korea exchanges seeing North Korea as a less-developed coun-
try or a country of extreme poverty, ‘the ethnic topophobia group’ helping North
Korean defectors and non-official aids activities, and ‘the other topophobia group’
indifferent, sympathize with the hawkish attitude of the mainstream Americans sup-

porting putting pressute on North Korea.

Keywords: Sense of Place, Place-based Psychology, Topophilia, Topophobia,
NGOs for North Korea
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