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= Abstract

Possibilities and Limits of Citizens’ Solar Power Cooperatives as a Strategic

Niche for Energy Transition: Focusing on the Case of Seoul

Yoon, Soon-Jin-Sim, Hye-Young

There have been a growing number of citizen-led energy transition movements
since the Fukushima nuclear power disaster. Citizens who wete previously only en-
ergy consumers are changing themselves to become energy producers by organizing
energy cooperatives. In particular, this movement has actively occurred in Seoul,
where the “One Less Nuclear Power Plant” policy has been implemented. This study
explores the possibility for energy cooperatives to be a strategic niche and con-
structive space in which energy citizenship is realized, adopting the perspective that
energy production, distribution and consumption comprise a socio-technical system.
The study also tries to identify the institutional barriers facing the active promotion
of energy cooperative movements as a means of expanding a strategic niche and
innovative space for energy transition. With this purpose, in-depth interviews target-
ing six energy cooperatives with completed solar power facilities in Seoul were
conducted. This study concludes that energy cooperatives have not fully fulfilled
their potential as a niche for energy transition because of diverse institutional barriers.
Policy recommendations from study findings include the revival of feed-in tariffs
or the creation of a benign REC trading environment, if RPS is maintained, for
small-scale electricity producers, readjustment of low-interest loans, active partic-
ipation of education offices, and expanding the overall scale of support for renewable

energy.

Keywords: Energy Transition, Transition Theory, Niche, Energy Cooperatives,

Citizens Solar Power Cooperatives, One Less Nuclear Power Plant
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