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The terrain of civil society as an activity space

for the Non-Governmental organizations(NGOs) in Seoul
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= Abstract

The terrain of civil society as an activity space for the
Non-Governmental

organizations(NGOs) in Seoul

Cho, Chul-Min

This empirical study aims to examine the terrain of civil society in Seoul, where
the non-governmental organizations(NGOs) work in three different sectors; national,
regional, and local. While the central sector has excessively developed, the other
two sectors that make the basis of civil society remain underdeveloped. Particularly,
the regional sector that links the national and the local is far left behind. Not only
being disconnected from each other, but also all three sectors are diverse in features.
The national sector has experienced an explosive growth, as various non-gov-
ernmental groups formed and competed each other in this sector. Whereas, the
regional sector can be described as ‘unexplored’ space and the local sector, which
had long been characterized by the local activities of the ‘National Movement
Organization’, demonstrates new changes originated from the recent ‘Community

Building Project’ by the Seoul Metropolitan Government.

Keywords: Seoul, Non-Governmental Organizations(NGOs), Activity space,

Terrain of civil society; National, Regional, Local
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