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Focusing on its ongoing neoliberal transformation since 2010
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= Abstract

Emerging trends in housing policy in the UK:

Focusing on its ongoing neoliberal transformation since 2010

Oh, Do-Young-Park, Joon-Kim, Hye-Seung

This paper investigates the recent trends in housing policy of the UK focusing
on its ongoing neoliberal transformation processes from 2010. The coalition govern-
ment from 2010 to 2015 has been actively promoting the neoliberal ideology on
housing policy under the ‘Big Society” and ‘Localism’ agendas, which can be dis-
tinguished from past regimes in terms of the supportive role of the state to create
a more responsible society.

For investigating such differences, the paper surveys the historical trajectory of
housing policy in the UK since the inception of the Welfare State, and divides
that into three stages highlighting key characteristics. This paper then focuses on
the current neoliberal transformation of housing policy emphasising its major charac-
teristics and how they differ from previous stages.

The current housing policy in the UK aims to scale down the roles of the national
government and emphasise the roles of civil society for promoting public welfare.
In order to do that, the UK government has been actively restructuring supply-side
and demand-side housing policies. Under this restructuring process, rights of vulner-
able tenants who need secure homes tend to be threatened by the government.

Finally, this research argues the characteristics of current neoliberal housing policy
of the UK as follows: 1) shifting responsibility from the national to local government
and civil society while holding actual power in terms of social housing provision
and management; 2) false expansion of housing policy by blurring the concept of

social housing; and 3) cutting back housing support through series of welfare reform.

Keywords: Housing Policy, Neoliberalism, Localism, Social Housing, Affordable

Rent
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