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The implications of discussion of urban informality

for street vendor research
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= Abstract

The implications of discussion of urban informality

for street vendor research

Hwang, Jin-Tae-Kwon, Kyusang-Cho, Youngji

This paper criticizes the formal-informal dichotomy in previous studies on street
vending in South Korea, and proposes the concept of urban informality which em-
phasizes the dynamic interaction between formal and informal sectors. First, we argue
that street vending research in Korea needs to take into account that informality
is the result of dynamic interaction between different economies and spaces. Second,
street vending should be understood in a concrete actor and space-oriented context.
For policy makers, street vending is something to be ousted from the public space,
whereas for researchers it is the necessary result of changes in the macroeconomic
structutes which have excluded vendors from the formal sector. We focus on the
proactive role of street vendors in creating a landscape through the dynamic inter-
action between various actors and institutions in a place. This perspective can lead
to a change in the way urban planners and city government officials regard street

vendors as passive and marginal actors.

Keywords: urban informality, informal sector, informal economy, developmental

urbanization, street vendor
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