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= Abstract

Geography of MERS outbreak and politics of bio-power

Byung-Doo Choi

As the MERS(Middle East Respiratory Syndrome) outbreak, started from May
20 2015 with the first patient who had traveled to the Middle East, was rapidly
diffused nation-widely, not only persons who were directly related to it but also
all people in Korea were thrown into an extreme fear and chaos. Even though,
having made tremendous social and economic impacts, the viral disease has been
nearly disappeared with the MERS-free declaration of Korean government in late
July, there has been no one who has taken the responsibility for the MERS outbreak.
However the MERS outbreak should be taken into consideration seriously, and it
is indispensable not only to work out alternative policies and but also to carry out
in-depth academic researches in order not to relapse such dangerous epidemic
diseases. From a geographical point of view, this paper tries to analyze the incidence
and evolving process of the MERS outbreak and the responding process of hospitals
and government to it. In particular, this paper pays attention to geography of the
MERS outbreak, dealing with the problem of geographical and environmental cit-
cumstance of contemporary society in which new epidemic diseases emerge and dif-
fuse world-widely, that of placeness of commercial hospitals which become a fatal
hub of emergence and diffusion of such diseases, that of socio-spatial isolation of
patients and those contacted with them and of reducing movement of ordinary peo-
ple worrying about contamination of the disease, and, finally but most importantly,
that of government’s control of medical geographical information and politics of

bio-power.

Keywords: the MERS outbreak, placeness of commercial hospital, diffusion of
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contagious disease, socio-spatial isolation of actual and potential pa-

tients, control of medical geographical information, politics of

bio-power
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