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The Ideals and Reality of Greater Mekong Subregion Connectivity:

Focus on Road Transportation
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Nt wkeke RIS AlTE7) 19886l HIFsleA)S Alteh A4
AH o 2= HAFAE oloizkout BAF O 2= HupA ALSFolE H
23 e As stk ArRbolks o Y-S Euia 1993

o frole] 7H4] ofe) AA A | ARAA BAL AFH o 21

_

[

7) o] 719 1947d 394l AgFon, 19743 849 Flotr ol FE A xS o]
A}3J(UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacifio)® ©]&< v}
A Kheep://www.unescap.org/about, 20153 9Y 23 7).

8) old FA YL gs A= ] 1997 ARE AR & FHF o 1999
o] ZAF g WREATkFASE W, 2012: 156; Glassman, 2010: 111).
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3 ThKudo and Ishida, 2013: 9).

1 o 7RG wEFS 7189 Bog nitE e Sxo] ZEd)
H 7= Hl=rolitk Bl 1980 d T Zubol| Bj=rgibdo] 2 E sk
A W7 AR vhs Fa1 IS A Jek 1980 dthel] Bi=r A
£ IS 7RI 1987300 9.5%, 1988300 13.2%714] A%
o} AAFEE Hslste] GNPoA o] AFA|eh= BlEo] Tastar
Az vlgo] F7HIaL Fodo] solytt Bl=-2 tEsHoke] At
22X ALlzde] GAWAL o)Al ¥ APo=E w5 FH M= AEES
zolt} 19881d0)| AEx}o](Chatchai Choonhavan) &8]7}F AAS Fomw o]
BAE =FF o= FHEITE 19881 12€9] A A AAtel= ofA| vt
ol met 3= H1FF JuAAS 2, FF2FoR AxAe|UE
“RAARNAM APFoE? vHr7] Sl BAA Yagds ulokar
At 1eE)ete] WEW Zhrvotel AAE JhdstaL viknte]
Fole A=2o2 FYAhe& 9], 2011: 54~55; Battersby, 1998/1999:
479).

ADB(OHopedh= o] A9 o]ygt FAUS A= &
oz} FAZA] 1992 | F-A] &(Greater Mekong Subregion) 0] 2= 7]
TR o|EA thF-Edol s/ T, 5, 2hess, ol M)
¥} F5ro) AL 200599 GMsel| So1zitho] GMSERE A2
AHZ A ol SHTE ADBE GMSE A2 FHsPHARE o]7lo]
A2 A9 Ao AL AxE A7) x5hE I7Fso] A
Ao MR Zol oA MRolA FAZ] FEE = 5 dthke Aol
th. ADB7} o|FA ‘HlFoleles WAS Alo=2 RS o7l 17
AUARE, WFAFY o] AR e XS mRH =g o7}

i

1

P & do

9) Bl=aqtgde] HEE 39 AY THo] 2 %0tk HFL 1978d T
I FAES Pol T 7l YEAMEoIRH HETS AdstaAl ok T3 H
Edo] ZAHToLE HIFYPS uf old MW IvE FF0A F EXE Al
FolEa Pt o] FAHES A HA FAd] T HTFAE Ao BFHG

(Buszynski, 1994: 722).
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o vl B2e] F5 BAAL ol AU S, mekeks 3
31kmet 224 AURIEL GMsS] Fa AlIel Q1) 3% ARl
347 2] 429 BAS P YA gk IHE ADBE W
Jo A9gHe) HekEe A thEEdels Fae) At B
fel Ao Folitk 7 olfie Betsik of A|je] Tojz} =
A2 BYBAA FFHOE shte] A BEohlE oItk GMs
we A5 Ae] 713)o] MigE Zlolckin Wrlo] EukaL AT
7} AARAS )% 127k FEA ADBZE PR olH @ S A
AR & e AdE 24] tiaggic: Bekd BEEgelsh S50l
ADBS] Z3o] F25}0] A4FT9] A4 ok o] Aol shte] A
o2 WK 3¢ wsit

Jeu BAE AE 23 vhasglont 224 270 risA)
RSk olth Mol g Aol 1] 19908 & o] A
oo £z AP Gopleh A} E3} Algtel AH-EA o158 4 9
= Aol 7] glahAe o] Aee ol w27k Badlch T2 GMs
m2Re 2/RE 27 B2 HRd JNAS S A
Ag WA B G0 T 1 B GAE e $4%

43} 5 A=A A= viaste Ak
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i

il
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4

)
i
T

:
i
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-
1l

St wode) ol FAee D) 98] ADBE ThAl oke) wh

o =H1& FAtE AA, 7IWkA| Hdinfrastructure) 2] AA] 3L EX, =7
sojs) %A G4}, A, zkEoke] Aol Se, A, <17 A0S A

10) % T2 F B ST MRCE F33) vlehE A9R O G1E0L 3
Axoz Ttk

11) ADBE (28]al v]=)o] Fiedhes 7|Hog GMS9| 79| FAs] 2o
o7} ¥k E]o] QATKGlassman, 2010: 41 ~45).
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W3} Jlgele 27, T, 87 K E 59 A4 2)%H olg
o]THADB, 2008: 5). ©] HEFEE AT A5 o] Aol S 32
slo] Rofat FAE BYAATIehE SEsk A WA F WA 5

°

= A 58
o] =dt}. ADB7} FEdhs A9vHE7]e] e GAREE, 53] ®ITt
9] FA2 =gsta glom, AU M Ao 14ER SrE

GMS9] X = 3C(AAA connectivity 738}, AAE competitiveness 23], &
=4 community 94 HET QoFE|o] ¥HIEV]|E FTHADB, 2008: 5).
o] HEE FAUE wep e dAES 3
o Ax giuFA Gl ZHA HXRJE Alolel 52 &f2o] ZA Al
Aethe Aot o]xH A S22 AGHE719] 4 E3qo|xt B
< AT 7FsA s Hd=Eelqlth

ADBE 19950 E0lX FAH SR F8 wE 7|WAIE B4 AlgS
e “ A FE A (Transport Master Plan)S HEITE 1998'd ©] alFF
AAIEL < 73AF] % (economic corridor) 7NES WA HE3] RNorth-
South Corridor), “E-A] 3] BHEast-West Corridor), B3] %hSouthern Corridor)S A]
A3k 2002'd0] =2} GMS BAAEAET wE #HE FAES GMS
I7He 2He] BAZFR QAIE FEAT7] AsiMde asAAIS ER7A
A7} BsY A AR E8/38 Q123 o] P t-gste]
ADBE 2004'd9]] “GMS WEF-oPH 2T (GMS Transport Sector Strategy
Study, GMS TSS9Z 4=3Y3= ol 71&3- AR ZF LS it} o] A=
2006~2015d Atelell AAIE LHAZ A} AlgS Igit) Folrt
o] A= ddl IMNAY IS WA 57 o] IFES Al A
Alge] T4 0= ASITHADB, 2012a: 1). L 97]9] 3] o] EF F11o]
<3 1>0] 18} ek o]F AZeA FHEY <Ax 2>9} Pt}

3ol FE Alzto] ApaA WskE AL AlREstE T 1998l
Ao 2 Bd3d, $M3Y, Fede] SRS W, 3 /ide A
A el 7TE BA B3RS sl 7, Wd-aheo]
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<E 1> GMS3|2n} 712+

SIOIS FZHEH)
B3] @H(North-South Corridor) | (F=)F-(Bl=HH:
&3] (Bastern Corridor) (FEDHFL-HEDH7MHHCa Mau)

5432 (East-West Corridor) | (F] P E-gfvld-(H Exhthd
(v Fh el (Dawei)-(H EH 7 A(Quy Nhon)/
Hul(Vung Tau)

3] 2K Southern Corridor)

FR-3ots] 2 Southern  Coastal

, (=) E-(HE D 7K Nam Can)
Corridor)

(F=H (T oY Ao /(e A

ZH-3]2K(Central Corrid
SR B Centr orridor) (Laem Chabang)

152K Northern Corridor) () F7Y(Fangcheng)-(7] SFr P W Tamu)
A H5-3] 7 (Western Corridor) (F) ke (v] ke Eahuke)

B3] 2 (Northeastern Corridor) | (M| EXDEFY 3K Thanh Hoa)-(B=H) =/ )
Z: ADB, 2012a: 1

¢

YA oA 1 72 MR Rl AdE TR
Aot Al RS ] TR st & e elEo] W

o] HSlth. Eehd e thdS Sle TA138R A HIlE 44
T ok A A3 FellA 2R 9] 9P Vieng Kham)¥}
HIES Hlvihn Alo]E Sld 3% =9 FEeRtEY
(Ubon Ratchathani)®} WEWS] thads oldl F7to] Alebx thishida and
Isona, 2012: 15~16).

-

(o3

—_

&

21 _1}%
2

R

Ru)

(Kengtung)?} EFX|&(Tachileik), Ei=] wjAtO]E ALl
o] Bt} gfe 0] RHElS Adt) o] F Ayt 2heso] F9o}
olollA] ¥h} ShtE ol F =Y AT, XYl o R itk
SR 9 R0} AlAEA ZdeEkx SidEe #dolA, of
Zeie suhpoA dth Beox e F5-3]7-2 HIKEb
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o s Wt
IF e Tl S QAS THATIE gl 2 di Bz g

Zolgith olpe] E2E Wy TRtk sx viE el chriehiie
2 o] ZolAth At B4 WARA Aol w2 $A4 Avel 3)
o AU A T el $71 Bl WARES HEolth meb

2 o7 ubd T2 8o of ko) WlZ 7} S Q= thy] AT o
of FRIFtE 1A 19940l TR 7 1 HIME I F7ol&
Sl ANE=-229g 1L, 20060l SA3FY] 7] 3= &
ek Mukdaha) 2} 2+ 2~9] AF}i)Al(Savannakhet) S Sl A2E]=-2o 2~
A, 201139 =2 Y95 (Nakhon Phanom)¥} #}22~2] E}A]
(Thakhek)& Sl= A El=-2ke A w7t AT
TZRT FES 2 gy A4S 2013 129 1199 gaEo] gke
2:9] Z9Jo|rto o} BT o] X|YF-S Sle AME -2k P T2
£ 2N oA A AR as A & FEFS 7T HEe]
1 oA 2Rz FEQ] HERMIA] S22 AdEE 44
AR, AAR o] "o 1A o|F Expe} BB 7RI}t =LA
Soluth dHlE 19909t ol ¥iE Bl 574 Y HIQERM] &
ISt &=l g o] 1%k Wl X wH oy thelrt 1R o]F 1995
Holl& 2uk W A2 Fojytal o] FE3] =78k 2007'del= 7049t
o] BH7HA] EUTKKeola, 2013: 165~183). AR-AnL A HED7HA] A7
£ Sk 295 AT AB-Eals oo 7 8l His) 9t
7 &%= AAW WIS Alold & BEo] EAIE FE=ERUdon
Thani) 5 Bj=F B5 F8 A9} AAIE S8 5 9tk 2=y I
AR Al A et Ao} A4 ae] 3 Ad2 = vl 2

O, Mr Ho

Mo M1 md

12) o] thele e AR FRPo, A4 A3-Hart HA AP o]
A4--H a2 vFAACKLIn and Grundy-Warr, 2012: 975). ©] tjg]e] Zol=
6801IH, UHl= 14.7W]E] 22pd qfRo|th the] ddl] 44.8Wnh gef7} 49
Ptd, BEe ZR0H 47 8BS REAth hepyfvww.gms-chea.org/
events/the-fourth-lao-thai-friendship-bridge-opening, 20153 10¥ 21 7AA.



w

H|ZX|24(Greater Mekong Subregion) 9IAH[A1S| O|AlT} S&I 24

ok 4 3% de] B2 WEE GMSY AR FAFOEA FES
Wol2 Bs]gto] o] thEjo] YO E 5ZE: £ T3 TR P
22 B=e] WA 2l 71 glo] AZAEAT o] vl e
GMS W% 047#1 z2 o] S Aeke s8It FAE
o o] e T ol &9 A8 A < Wto] 2 Aol o]
20080 v*f%OﬂHTEi 22 317 AR HElBoten), TS| 0JA}o] 7]
Oo]oJA = EE(Route 3 Highway)] F7go] LFEHA F3o] koo
FFES A W™ HATE oAl A4 HAHRE T AR
glo] gt 2E Tt Him E4ol tti2al o] Yoyt WE7A] wo]
72 7 A HIITE AAR =204 o] % Hix X|YFe] T o]
70%7} 511, 17t 744 ool 1297} T 5o 2e~e] o] A Y
< WESHAY Tk R AlE A SATAL Sk T
B2 AFtEe] E S2 AAE wet ol E WiEshy] wiolth
AHD o] AL AdA L AE FRIEHEA dE HAE BT
oM o] wzke] AHL 7139t 913S FHeke Al itk 1EiA

U HR T g AN 3o dFES FEHlste Hae o
a2 A4k ol FEAHY Ao]tkTan, 2014: 3; Lin and Grundy-Warr,
2012: 963~966; Ku, 2015).

ADB®} GMS =715 o2 telE PAshH E2 AAIE $3
, e o E WS 71 FEE BEAFOE IHAIA Y
Zlof| 22811 Pt} 53] Fo] 7] AFZEoZE Wit HA
AR Aol ShF FollA i HOoE BALE &1 1 s S B
o, oA o2 o] Lol T3 A5 EAARI 3R
ANA s £o 2 11 7FeAds BRIt 1Ejste] 2000 4€ 209 T
To] FEFY TS HIES) 2R, wQkl, Bl= Aloldl] wlFAE A

?.jlq,_.i 0]‘%‘5‘]’1: @@(Agreement on Commercial Navigation on Lancang!4)
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13) http://www.adb.org/results/ancient-trade-route-delivers-new-opportunities-greater-
mekong-subregion, 2015 10¥€ 21Y 7AA.
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-Mekong River)S WRITE FA|Z o7 9] Alu}Q(Simao)ol|A] TF2 9]
TR A A o] TA glo] T & RS AL B
T 14709 -5 /MAdske W8o] o] FAol 5017} T Charoenpanyay-
ing and Rudjanakanoknad, 2015). ©]& 98] ==& 7|29 AZF 41994
Aol gated Alute S 2001 4€0 /I, WTES 71 =
2 7] S8l e vEs SAAY S B R sfusith ey
T olgfdt FA YL 71& 1A HEDI HE FHTAE E
Yo7 =TS Aot o] FAE T WSl = T
7Hll Al B4 E 2, 1 PP Aol S 2003
24918 Zhg T Taillard, 2014: 30~31). 1eju} 2 1 o]z
T 494 58802 TS E8dlele 2AYS TUI8HA @t
201430l F=re Wl ARl 4 7 AR 924 FE2E AW
S RF3etHv= ZEAE(The Compilation of Geographic Names for the
Lancang-Mekong Riven S HW[FATAZ Faf FXJch 18]al 2015 30=
AA HFATAE T3l WS T3 A SEF Z2A Ellnterna-
tional Shipping on the Lancang-Mekong River)S A]3J3IT}.16)
=2 T30 FEE et sadhs e EWA k=7 9418
ARk A TS FHEZ o8-8k Aol e BiFo] -5 TR
o} B =37 ) 7K Port Authority of Thailand)x= X]%FAll(Chiang Saen)ol] 2004A
of & st 2012\l e O 2 TR AlFS JAdITh XYgF

¢

oﬂ,

1) F2E WFRS Polen BET Uk F3o] PR EPe i

% S ZeAEdt Bl P w719
15) &3 & 7t ?L{}Oﬂ A4= o] 2000t Zuboll= Al AR 20143 T
NEeE R = 1’4— https://www.internationalrivers.org/resources/8477,
2015 12€ 169 74_1,4
=

16) "A7} wF & W2015'd 8¢9 13%) HIHO| o] ZEAEE &
MaNFA ok 0] 04:[“\.4 2@ E{(Mekong Connection) 20143 135(1 ~3Y)9}
20159 13(1~3¥)E o] ZZAEE At} heep://www.mekonginstitute.
org/newsletter.heml. 20153 10 22 7AA.
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o= 200430 A28 FTFE 7N Thakkrit, 2008: 399~400). 2} 2~}
nQktE g AS et AU st WS YRR E8s)
e oo 88 "=y ok
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DA LT} Bl=E F ANER, BB B B =49 4431km
A 2 glon) o8 B3l Al EAL olFEH e A 2%
o A &S AEE BAARITE viktet HEY A ) A=
Zra QYA 1 FFEY =8 A0] FRA] LTHADB, 2012a: 32~35).
A= AA A 201019 o] F F=o] IS THAEA & F
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N

Mo 4% fo MM ol oy
K

32

o
*
k1
l-'O
.
>,
Y
4
%0
X
it
kv
o
X
or
rlo
[} e}
=t

N i

> Mo
o
X
_10 m_'ﬂ_‘
A=
b o
2 >

—_

Mg
A Bell FEet AARAGA 3] Ao {9l e i)

17) A2 2015 19 319A}, “AAl 2 T 153, 04 AL A=
AZA.”  http://www.yonhapnews.co.kr/bulletin/2015/01/31/0200000000AKR2015
0131047900089. HTML, 2015\ 109 224 744
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4ol 154709) HalE ookm)} 76702] B1'E(E 190km) S HA )k
Z 7009 2] RO GAd Aotk 18y T gfe e PAS
ZENUZEAL 201530l 2719 HIE F B T) 40%89 43T 2,
Z320] 60%(109) 2:6MTr g2 Bosly)|2 A3 UK Taillard, 2014: 39
~44).18) o]ojA] Fa2- 2015\ 8Ll Blx YT - 71 =
As BAHCE F|E Gk vhef o]Ao] A7t A
H AAge] FxE 3 Tt Fas ddsHd IS
o] v AdshA ok

ol A& gokslr Teldt 4= Qle 542 o3
ol AlE 199297 H §2 9|, IFIME =2 asy g5o] 9
S2x07 A 1 AYL IFS FAHoE FHAHT Aol 3719
A 33 &I, w43, ERheS Ul MlEstEo] o7lZ S0l
th 2 A= v dES dEse v 18 gEe] FXFch

il

201339 $EH, AYTH FolrtolE Qe AUBT- TS
© GMS =2 97 949) Ynlsl Tie] Fae] BAH Filol
22 S Ak RS B 47 A FAE 200082

zky1 9tk 20103

A Z2 e eAEet o] 9GS oz Jd AE, FAlE 1 2
WA ] Ao} i GRS ZEar Qlok $HA 19921 o] Fel] 1A
AL TreoWls FAE B 2370l ADBERE XY S8V
g A7l & AR ARFBES 2 e GEe|NT, AV Zhr9
ARE0] X5 ok 2 Alkte] AYHA, 53] 20001 FRE o]

Tl S0l 2 At AR AAE FUA GMS9] F AlHe

18) http://www.gokunming.com/en/blog/item/3523/all aboard kunming vientiane rail
way_inches forward. 2015 3 10€ 224 A

19) htep://kr xinhuanet.com/2015-08/29/c_134565544.htm, 2015 10 22 74,
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St SheB wES EE e} Hre] §F2 shfsta o)

Tk AellMe olelgt §2 AAe] Aol oudA] A A4S

1) S2E JEZ ol7|erp

ADB9} GMS W] 7z} ¥V} S2 A BHe F&f o] FaAt ke =

w2 7o 270|300, 2€ 2 Hol $om AF olF] FHHT

T =2 AA = o — o
I =25 ue} AAlEe] AEa BHE 5 QS Aol A4 o
Al el cwE B o]l & <AA B ol @ Aojg} Hktk AR 3%

Mol Usgks BARE o] F /dS A A S A AREE L
ek AEo] £2E ulel qu F71E Alolg ABIH Lurb] 3
Me SHEAE 7P*fi}‘8} #FFstehe Aest A% Faste] GMS
7S "L AN EHA (CBTA, Cross-Border Transport Agreement)S- AT
19990)] 2te 2 B3, WlE o], 2001dell& ZFETIo}, 20020l E S
=% 2003'd0]) wlRkr} o] @el e GMS 67) 7k W} o]
A4l 710 A Hek SIFAE R} BEYRS i) B
¥ 43 A, 1o WA hastel 2SS Wels) Yzkrhans,
2008; 2013). ©|E% §2 T 22S 9)3 mRolehs dAHY Be)
Z] 7|9k CBTAERE QA9 A=A 7)gke] vlAEe] Yzith
o o2 BEH AR 27 ok GMS el $2E 5
3 2ofo] o= A M5 Ak vk nskd e B Rz} vl
w3k ojul @k JAHoPE SA2 AR GMs FrhEe] oy *
o] TIFE HLAS B3] o]AAL Ytk TP AWHEE %)
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(2009 718). BT S5 Alole] F FE9] T 2,000~2,200% &=
ol 1005+ E4.5~5.0%) HER] g JAEIs G ey F2E
Bl EEL, A B vRES B S5ET Hed e =
7¥s Abol mRZ AT HIE Ale] 1,100%F & F ST F045%) HIRE
o], w|Qk} Alo] 4005+ & F 1005+ E25%) 7}EFo], ZHT]o} Alo] 450
T E T 1508 E0133%) 2 EHE vk vieE HokA] 32 2
Q22 Alo] 3007 B2 R S22 5H T Bayley, 2012: 157~158).

HEHT F=F ARo]9] 3,000%F & Fofl 1509 EQlols%, =& £ 100
v E H24 50 B SEE 451 YA E vl g e4FTh
FrE o} Ato]e] 2005 & Foll= 1005k E0]50%) SEZ FHT) 2
Q2 Ao]9] 709k E2 Y RE SEE FFHET HEFT v} Ato]
9] & Aol tigk AR= Hgs] sotd 4 glovt oF w7t At

AgE 1 o R vE S S8l 2Fdte 23S F8E 5 3
ThBayley, 2012: 158~159).

ZHTole} T Alo]] 509k & -2 HiStES B3l SErh
ZARTole} 2o Alo]o] FEY B v 2
TR E5%°] S22 Agdve 2S Y + Utk Frbole}

H|QF} Alo]o] EFH TR JA] SEE Atk & 17T Aloldle i
oA s 8l °ﬂ°l olFAI e} FHE

707 B RS SRER 2% 60T E M3 TR &% 0% BHE
+EEY ges 9‘r 1|k} Afo]o] Aehgl Tk A A 017<] 2o}
107+ & w|gho]w i w3t B £ B3l o|HAe} 449
ThBayley, 2012: 159~160).

FTHNEH GMS tiS-gdol 7= Ate]o] 77 3,000%F = 7}
& Q—L—Eﬂ 1% 70%21 2,2005F Eo| wlgdE, U 2] 30%20 8007+ &
| 922 94550 of7)o) =2 351 6,009 Eo] T SojuA
Tt %%4 GMSA|S]] ) FA| o thF-gdot Afo]o] TS, THA
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o
>
N
N
A=}

<E 2> E29| [jE AFoioNn, IHFol

e 5= SR e 2HFHH
48 +9 57 +8 49 57

1998 1,170 2,423 3,593 23 7.7 10
1999 1,436 2,780 4,216 114 113 23
2000 2,244 4,380 6,624 21.1 73 28
2001 2,504 4,713 7,217 50.1 12.3 62
2002 2,959 5,599 8,558 63.8 10.7 75
2003 3,829 8,829 12,658 74.6 265 101
2004 5,800 11,538 17,338 523 30.5 83
2005 7,819 13,994 21,813 101.8 27.2 129
2006 9,763 17,962 27,725 108.2 28.6 137
2007 11,979 22,652 34,631 163.5 286 192
2008 15,521 25,636 41,157 110.1 404 151
2009 13,326 24,846 38,172 94.8 36.4 131
2010 19,755 33,201 52,956 102.2 30.5 133
2011 25,700 39,040 64,740 1215 229 144
2012 31,223 38,456 69,679 155.7 203 176
2013 32,734 38,107 70,841 110.0 20.2 130
2014 34,311 38,209 72,520 94.2 209 115

4 FFARIFY TR, AR EETD.

2012b: 10~12).

ol A GMs W] 5 TAHE BH 27 A o
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= Abstract

The Ideals and Reality of Greater Mekong Subregion Connectivity:

Focus on Road Transportation

Lee Sang Kook

This study examines the ideals and reality of GMS connectivity that the Asian
Development Bank has developed since 1992 with a focus on road transportation.
Road connectivity has so massively advanced that it has now become possible to
travel across GMS by car. Although it is an outstanding outcome in the age of
globalization, the study critically evaluates the current state of connectivity by bring-
ing historicity, agency and locality into discussion. It reveals that the current con-
nectivity must be understood as part of historical development of connectivity that
began in ancient times and was greatly promoted during the colonial period. The
study highlights corridors as a key strategic framework whereby the ADB attempts
to transform the GMS into a single-unit market. In particular the study pays atten-
tion to the North-South Corridor that is expected to be a symbolic and influential
path for China to advance into Southeast Asia with the completion of the Fourth
Thai-Lao Friendship Bridge in December 2013. The study unveils the reality of
road connectivity: first, maritime transport is still a dominant mode for intra-GMS
trade; second, mountainous terrains restrict road connectivity; third, the building
of the bridge has brought about the decline of river transport and also internal
division in local society; and fourth, river connectivity, despite its symbolic im-

portance, has been hindered by natural obstacles.

Keywords: GMS, connectivity, corridor, road, mekong river, ADB
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