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= Abstract

The Modernity of Asia and City: the Korean Urban Experience

Myung-Rae Cho

This paper aims to figure out Asian Urban Modernity and its reflection on the
living space like city with reference to the Korean experience of compressed
urbanization. In so doing, it intends to contemplate on a new modern urban subject
situated in the time space expansion of Asia’s identity. It begins with overview
of several conceptual issues like the ‘generic and specific’ types of modernity, re-
flexity of modernity, environment and space as a material expression of modernity
and then moves on examining Asian modernity which is typified as ‘hybrid’ vs.
‘interpretive’. Korea city’s modernity and its spatial representation are subject to
close examination as a way of revealing the above conceptual issues. The paper con-
cludes with drawing attention to the shaping of Asian space in an era of

globalization.

Keywords: the Enlightenment, modernity, Asian modernity, colonial modernity,

urban modernity, representative modernity
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