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T} (McCaffrey, 2007).
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Aok 2y Bl = wFARET ] THS AT AEa, AR
1992'd 39 3]9] F7}E WHsIGIT) o2 Ql&l, FA] wTAN= 3
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AT tigt B3] oS H3 =¥ Fagdl e,
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LS A% 2 kel BAA oAE wdsla e W opl,
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= Abstract

The Legal Issues for Sustainable Development in the Mekong River Basin

Joon-Pyo Lee

The Mekong River Basin is divided into two distinguished hydro-politics, four
Lower Mekong Basin States —Laos, Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam and two
Upper Mekong Basin States — China and Myanmar. This basin is in the midst of
a regional debate over development cooperation versus ecological preservation. The
lower Mekong states, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam have a long history
of cooperation. The Mekong regime has evolved over three distinct periods, each
with its own constitutional framework: the Mekong Committee era(1957 ~1975),
the Interim Mekong Committee era(1976~1995), and the Mekong River
Commission era(1995 ~present). In 1995, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam
concluded the ‘Agreement on the Cooperation for the Sustainable Development of
the Mekong River Basin’ and formed the Mekong River Commission, which has
been lauded as the most progressive institution of river and a model for the world.
However, there are many aspects of the Mekong Regime that should be strengthened
in order to secure environmental, economic and social benefits. Improved regional
coordination of sustainable water management among Mekong countries and stake-
holders is crucial to foster equitable development and economic cooperation and
ensure the peaceful coexistence of Mekong communities in the long term. This article
suggests the following four assignments for sustainable development in the Mekong
River Basin: (a) the amendment of the ‘Agreement on the Cooperation for the
Sustainable Development of the Mekong River Basin(1995)’, (b) the reinforcement
of power and function of ‘Mekong River Commission(MRC)’, (¢) the arrangement

of legal system and improvement of its effectiveness under each basin’s country.

Keywords: Mekong River Basin, Mekong regime, 1995 Mekong Agreement,

Mekong River Commission, Sustainable development
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