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The Formation Process of Energy Citizenship

in Urban Community Energy Transition Movements seen

through the Case of SUNGDAEGOL Village in Seoul
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= Abstract

The Formation Process of Energy Citizenship in Urban Community
Energy Transition Movements seen

through the Case of SUNGDAEGOL Village in Seoul

Jongmun Park-Sun-Jin Yun

In the midst of increasing environmental issues and social conflicts associated with
energy use, various urban community energy transition movements- that seek to
expand the use of renewable energy and reduce energy consumption through energy
conservation and efficiency improvement within local units- have been initiated do-
mestically and internationally in order to combat climate change, go beyond nuclear
power and thus resolve social conflicts. This case study is centered on the energy
transition movements in Sungdaegol Energy Transition Village in Dongjak-gu, Seoul
where energy transition movements have taken place since the 2011 Fukushima
nuclear disaster in Japan. By performing in-depth interviews, participatory ob-
servation, content analysis of relevant documents, this study seeks to explore the
formation process and contents of energy citizenship shaped by local communities
and the catalytic factors and constraining factors of energy transition movements
which strongly influence energy citizenship formation. The results of the case study
show that local communities foster energy citizenship by being a place where local
residents can participate in energy transition movements and at the same time serv-
ing as an educational arena that enables changes in local residents’ perceptions of
energy and environmental issues based on mutual trust. The study also reveals that
energy citizenship of local residents is formed in different ways depending on the
method and degree of participation; various factors including personal, internal, and
external factors can either promote or constrain participation in energy transition
movements. This study concludes that in order for more residents to participate

in community energy transition movements there is a need to: understand that there



MEA| MUiZ ARIE S8l 2 TA| X[¥SSA| ofl4X] MEk2S0iM 2] of4X] Aoy
@Y oy 135

are differences in interests, preferences and desires among residents; have more di-
verse activities and projects; increase efforts to share and communicate information;
and make efforts for energy transition prevalent in all areas of society in order to
avoid community energy transition movements being interpreted as political

activities.

Keywords: energy transition, local community, community energy, energy cit-
izenship, Sungdaegol, emancipatory catastrophism, metamorphosis,

Fukushima nuclear disaster, One less nuclear power plant in Seoul
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