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= Abstract

Shaping Civil Nuclear Industry in Korea:

Focusing on the Bureaucratic Politics in Developmental State

Deokhwa Hong

The purpose of this article is to analyze the process of shaping nuclear industry
in Korea in terms of bureaucratic politics between three sectors; R&D, manufactur-
ing and utilities. Regardless of pros and cons, previous studies tend to presuppose
that nuclear industry in Korea has grown up rapidly because developmental state
made a long-term plan and implemented it consistently without contentions. Some
studies, especially focusing on technological catch-up, emphasize that the peaceful
use of nuclear technology led to the success. However, three sectors had a different
strategy to develop nuclear industry even though they shared the necessity of a
nuclear power plant. Therefore, a fierce competition to seize the initiative occurred
between related organizations and a pilot agency presupposed on developmental state
theory was not exist in at least nuclear industry. A vertically integrated nuclear
industry led by KEPCO, the public utilities, was not the outcomes of the success
of a state’s systematic plan. The plan was not so strong and continually transformed
by bureaucratic politics which was influenced by over-investment in heavy industry

and the U.S. non-proliferation policy and so on.

Keywords: nuclear power, nuclear industry, nuclear weapon, KEPCO, devel-

opmental state
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