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= Abstract

State Rescaling and Zoning Strategies in Japan since the 2000s

Eun-Hye Kim-Bae-Gyoon Park

This article is to examine the processes of state rescaling in Japan by focusing
on the changes of special zone strategies since 2000s. The balanced development
strategy had been dominant policy over postwar Japan. However, the government
has used the special zone strategies by developing various kinds of ‘spaces of ex-
ception’ after long recession, thereby promoting the spatial fix for resolving the
deregulation, structure reform issues, and stimulative economic policy. The Koizumi
government launched the “Special Zones for the Structural Reform” and enacted
the ‘Special Districts for Urban Regeneration’ early in the 2000s. The Democratic
Party Government (Minshut0) reinforced the ‘Comprehensive Special Zones® for in-
ternationalization and local revitalization. And the government declared the “New
Public Commons” and promoted the ‘Special Zone for Reconstruction’ in the dis-
aster areas. Whereas Abenomics emphasized the ‘National Strategic Special Zones’
for the metropolitan areas, it complemented the local revitalization zones under
strong criticism. It is necessary that government should draw up the ‘Alternative
Policy for Regional Disparity’, rising concern over the linkage between special zones

strategies and US-Japan trade negotiations.

Keywords: Abenomics, Special Districts for Urban Regeneration, Special Zones
for Structural Reform, Comprehensive Special Zones, National

Strategic Special Zones
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