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o Abstract

Neil Smith, Gentrification, and South Korea

50 4 ¥
Seon Young Lee

The concept of classic gentrification, involving the renovation of older city centre
properties, originated with Ruth Glass and has a long and well-documented history
in the West. As urban changes have become more complex and involved with various
factors, gentrification has mutated in terms of form and process. This research aims
to help the expansion of gentrification research in Korea by reviewing the research
trends concerning from classical gentrification to contemporary gentrification in the
West which can be applied to gentrification in Korea. It gives an account of mainly
Smith’ s arguments, and also assesses the usefulness of using the concept of con-

temporary gentrification to explain urban changes in Korea.

Keywords: Gentrification, Neil smith, Rent Gap, Uneven Development,

Displacement
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