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= Abstract

A Post-Structural Approach to Plato’s Chora:

focused on the concepts of articulation and constitutive outside

Hyun-Jae Lee

In this paper, I first analyse Plato’s chora(khora) as the space which offers objects
a place while shaking them with its own unbalanced powers. And then, introducing
the post-structural language theories of Kristeva, Lacan, Laclau and Mouffe, I explain
the chora as the linguistic aspect in which heterogeneous pre-linguistic powers are
articulated, and as the constitutive outside which constitutes the signifying process
on the one hand and displaces it on the other hand. Finally, applying the concepts
of articulation and constitutive outside to the Gibson-Graham’s economic geography,
I interpret the chora as the place in which the heterogeneous economies of non-capi-
talistic forms are articulated, and as the constitutive outside which is the constitutive
condition of the Capitalism on the one hand and offers it a limit. This conception
of chora shows consequently that a space can be understood as a possibility of open-

ness, displacement and différance.

Keywords: chora, space, articulation, constitutive outside, pregnant space, différ-

ance
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