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= Abstract

Art and Urban Regeneration in-between ‘youth’ and ‘compatriot’
in Guro: The Place making of the deindustrialized area

behind the industrial gentrification/displacement

Hyunjoon Shine

This paper investigates the socio-spatial changes and the place-making of Guro,
a southwestern district of metropolitan Seoul. Home to the old ‘Guro Industrial
Complex’ in the 1960~90s, the area used to be consisted of organically formed
working class neighborhoods alongside low-rise factory buildings. Since the early
2000s, the Complex has obtained a new name — ‘G Valley(Digital Complex)” —
through a state-sponsored, corporate-led industrial restructuring project that caused
displacement on a massive scale. Old manufacturing industries of textile and elec-
tronics gave way to new industries such as ICT and fashion, which located themselves
in newly built high-rise apartment-style factory and residential buildings. This re-
structuring split the district’s residential area into different segments, each populated
by old-time residents, community activists, young ‘creative’ industry workers, and
Korean-Chinese returnees. In particular, artists and cultural entrepreneurs that
moved into these run-down parts of the neighborhood have recently contributed
to the physical preservation as well as symbolic reconstruction of the town. All these
changes are interwoven in the name of urban regeneration and community building,
which consists of both top-down policy and bottom-up activism at the same time.
Thus Guro has become politically and culturally sensitive again because of the inter-
section between industrial mobility, international migration, community activism,
and local governance. Neither deindustrialized/gentrified nor dilapidated/deserted,
Guro is an interesting place that may betray something unique about East Asian

urban regeneration.
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