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A study on the multi-scalar processes of nature’s neoliberalization in South
Korea: the case of controversies over Mt. Seorak cable-cars
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= Abstract

A study on the multi-scalar processes of nature’s neoliberalization:
the case of controversies over Mt. Seorak cable cars

in Yangyang County, Gangwon Province

Jang, Duksoo & Hwang, Jin-Tae

This paper examines the multi-scalar processes of nature’s neoliberalization in
the context of South Korea. It explores the case of controversies over Mt. Seorak
cable cars in Yangyang County, Gangwon Province. The results are as follows: First,
diverse social forces have attempted to produce particular natures in the process
of establishing a neoliberal nature project. Environmental NGOs and religious groups
have produced a narrative that describes cable cars as destroyers of nature on Mt.
Seorak, while local dependent actors argue that cable cars will save nature and guar-
antee access to tourist sites for vulnerable members of society (i.e., the disabled
and the elderly). Second, I show that how the state’s role in regulating national
parks for public needs has been transformed into a more neoliberal form by compet-
ing with diverse social forces, especially after the establishment of the local autonomy
system and the spread of neoliberalism. Through this study, progressive environ-
mental groups and radical intellectual scholars may be encouraged to analyze neo-
liberalism more sensitively without merely assuming that the state necessarily follows

the logic of capital.

Keywords: neoliberalization of nature, multi-scalar approach, national park,

Yangyang County
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