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= Abstract

The Expansion of Apartment Energy Transition Movements from a
Viewpoint of Spatiality:
Focusing on the cases of Energy Self-sufficient Village Initiatives

by Apartment Complexes in Seoul

Yun, Sun-Jin and Park, Jongmun

This study analysed how spatiality of apartments complexes is utilized in the
process of energy transition movements by the cases of Doosan apartments at
Changshin-dong and Hyundai Hillstate apartments at Shindaebang-dong. It mobi-
lized in-depth interviews with the related employees and residents, and reviewed
village fact sheets and newspaper articles. From the research, it showed that spatiality
of apartment complexes has played various functions in the process of energy tran-
sition movements as below. Boundedness is connected with the necessity of collective
energy consumption management, and allowed to emerge leaders initiating Energy
Transition Movements. Boundedness is also related to villagers’ supporting organ-
izations which support leaders. Commonality contributed to improvements of energy
efficiency, energy production, information communication, activities of community
and increase of community awareness. Compactedness allowed to optimize energy
conservation, attract energy efficiency companies, and produce energy through
mini-PVs. The Council of Residents’ Representatives and apartments management
office, both of which are unique organizations of apartments complexes, worked
as subjects directly utilizing spatiality of apartments complexes as well as supporting
organizations. Both cases demonstrated that utilization of apartments’ spatiality has
resulted in improving awareness on energy transition, attachments to and concerns
about apartment complexes and neighbors, and also activating community life. The
analysis proved that an apartment complex can be seen as a space to initiate such

an energy transition movement. The outcome of this study implies that developing
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strategies and implementing those by residents in apartments complex, local govern-
ments, and local activists are critical in utilizing apartments’ spatiality in energy
transition movements and it is essential to discover potential leaders who has well

understanding of energy issues and can transform energy consuming behaviors.

Keywords: energy transition, energy self-sufficient villages, apartments space,

boundedness, commonality, compactedness, council of residents’ rep-

resentatives, leadership
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