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= Abstract

Precarious Space and the Precarious Life of the Urban Poor

Lee Young A

This paper debates on housing for the urban poor as precarious space precarious
space which is an expanded concept from precarious class. Precarity in a geographical
petspective can be understood as risk, vulnerability, insecurity and uncertainty(Waite
2009). Precarious space does not emphasise the physical risk per se, but includes
vulnerable space shaped by social and institutional contexts and, moreover, the place
in which the resident’s life becomes insecure and uncertain. With exploring two
cases, an affordable housing in Euijungbu and a public housing in London, this
paper explains the process of forming precarious space in the socio-economic context
influenced by neoliberalism and highlights that the fire in both sites did not un-
expectedly happen, but was predictable disasters. Housing for poor people has shaped
vulnerable space in the process of affordable housing provision and/or remodelling
them. The disaster damage directly affects the residents, which is acknowledged
as personal misfortunes. Comparing the confrontation strategies for precarious space
recognized after the outbreak of fire in London and Euijungbu, this paper shows
that uncertain and insecure life of unfortunate residents can vary according to the
strategies. By analyzing both cases, this paper suggests that housing for the poor

needs to be considered for the right to life, not for cost reduction.

Keywords: precarious space, vulnerable space, risk, housing for the urban poor,

Euijungbu Daebong Green Apartment, London Grenfell Tower
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