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= Abstract

An analysis on the process and expansion of the Won Buddhism’s

sunshine temple project

Jung, Suh young - Yun, Sun-Jin

In 2016, Won Buddhism completed 100 solar temples project in Korea for com-
mercial use and self consumption with a total capacity of 1,198kW. By analyzing
the process and drivers of how Won Buddhism installed 100 solar power plants,
this study attempts to show that religion can play a meaningful role in coping
with climate change and Won Buddhism’s case suggests that there is potential for
energy transition to spread out to other religions and ultimately to society. This
research is a qualitative single case study, mainly using in-depth interviews with
temple leaders and co-op staffs in Seoul based on semi-structured questionaries. The
data was analyzed by grounded theory. The results show that the case could be
broken down to 13 categories, 33 sub-categories, and 158 concepts through open
coding. Via axial coding, a grounded theory paradigm model on the solar temple
installing process was developed. Finally, through selective coding, the core category
was the ‘creation process of solar temples by co-ops based on Won Buddhism’s
doctrine.” The main doctrine was ‘cheonjieun’ which is paying back to nature’s
generosity. Won Buddhism’s strategy was to create as many small scale solar power
plants, centered on its co-ops. Since most religions have teachings about preserving
life and nature, they can push energy transition by basing their strategies
accordingly. This study’s significance lies in the fact that it discussed the potential
role of religion, a social sphere not analyzed much before, in environmental problems.
Furthermore, it suggests expansion to other religions and society. Future studies
comparing other religions’ activities on renewable energy will promote more compre-

hensive understanding of the role of religion in energy transition.
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