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S. Korea’s Developmental Urbanization and Reshaping of ‘State-Nature’ Relations:
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= Abstract

S. Korea’s Developmental Urbanization and Reshaping of ‘State-Nature’ Relations:

Affective Governance of Urban Pigeons

Kim, Jun Su

This study explores the relationship between the state and nature in the
process of developmental urbanization in S. Korea. In particular, I look at the
relationship between S. Korea’s developmental state and pigeons in the con-
text of the politico-ecological debate about the material itself and the
non-human. The non-human pigeon is mobilized in the mega-event and the
process of developmental urbanization through the developmental state. At the
same time, the process of mobilization of non-human as a resource works to-
gether with governance of nature on various levels. However, from the 1990s,
the material characteristics of the pigeon itself were associated with the spatial
restructuring process of the developmental urbanization, resulting in a new
form of materialistic resonance. This material echo of the pigeons ultimately
led to a change in the sense of social affective emotion for the pigeon, which
eventually led to the policy changes regarding the pigeon in 2009. In this
study, we apply the concept of biophilia and biophobia to track the change
process of nonhuman pigeons. This approach embraces the discussion of
more-than-human geographies as a critique of the existing human-centered so-
cial sciences and also discussion of developmental urbanization which does not
involve the political ecological approach. Ultimately, this study suggests the
possibility of reinterpretation of the state and urban space through nonhuman
and human relations and also through state and nature relations. In addition,

the attention of asymmetrical relations between nonhuman and S. Korean’s
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developmental state implies a theoretical and practical alternative to devel-

opmental urbanization.

Keywords: non-human, pigeon, state-nature, developmental urbanization, affection
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