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= Abstract

Reconstructing the Spatial Concepts through the Queer:

Focusing on Lee Mook from Troublers(Lee Young, 2015)

Ruin Sung-Mean Pae -Jung, Hee Sung

This study examines the relationship between queer and space through the docu-
mentary Troublers(Lee Young, 2015), which deals with the lives of queers. This study
focuses on Lee Mook, one of the main characters born in 1945, describes oneself
as ‘Mr. Pants’. Mr. Pants is a term which refers to ‘a woman who loves woman’,
and it means a woman who practices masculine gender. This study examines the
historical context and the status of Mr. Pants in the political context of Korea in
the 1970s. Through this analysis, this study argues that the Korean society has tried
to make Korea as a heteronormative space by removing the history of Mr. Pants.
In addition, this study questions the dichotomous thinking between urban and rural
areas. It is often said that the city is much more comfortable for queers to live
in than the rural areas. However, Lee Mook feels more comfortable in the rural
hometown, and feels uncomfortable in the city. Lee Mook’s experience reveals that
the actual relationship between queer and space is more complex than traditionally
accepted dichotomous image. Without ignoring the influence of space on queer’s
life, this study attempts to explain the complex relationship between queer and space
which can not be captured by the dichotomous thinking. Korean society has stigmatized
the people like Lee Mook as ‘troublers’. However, these ‘troublers’ reveal the real
troubles in our society and our conception. The imagination of the space is not free
from our society and our conception. Focusing on the troubles and their lives demand

us to reinterpret our history, expand our conception and reimagine our space.

Keywords: Troublers, Mr. Pants, Queer, Urban and Rural
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