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= Abstract

Animal Geographies for More-Than-Human Geographies in and of Korea

Choi, Myung Ae

Animals have recently become an important part of South Korean social and politi-
cal life. The number of pets has rapidly increased, while the government has in-
troduced a series of animal welfare and biosecurity policies. However, unlike “the
animal turn” of the society, the Korean geographical scholarship has so far remained
uninterested in human-animal relations. Such silence on animals provides a stark con-
trast to Anglophone geographies within which animal geography has established itself
as a sub-discipline of human geography. As a way of addressing the animal gap
in Korean human geography, this paper discusses key concepts and seminal work
of animal geographies. It first outlines the disciplinary development of animal geog-
raphies during the past two decades. It then reviews key approaches to human-animal
relations: animals as social construction and production; relational approaches; and
more-than-human biopolitics. Then it considers four selected themes in recent studies
of animal geographies, paying particular reference to South Korean animal
controversies. These themes are related to methods, ethics, political economy and

animals’ geographies.

Keywords: animal geographies, more-than-human geography, biopolitics, nature-society

relations, animal welfare
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