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= Abstract

Conflict and Cooperation among Actors

over the Closure of Red-Light District in Suwon City

Choi, Heejin

This study attempts to understand the mechanism behind social conflicts surround-
ing the closure of red-light district. Based on archival analyses, interviews, and site
visits, It focuses on actor’s decision-making process surrounding the prostitution space
in Suwon City with the discussion of gender governance. and It examines the mul-
ti-level power relations among the local government and women’s organization, sex
workers, media, police and so on. Local government has established governance for
preventing prostitution since enacting the special law on sex trade and trafficking.
The governance has discussed ways to demolish it by means of urban regeneration
project and helping the women to escape from. Because of the paradoxical situation
in which progressive feminism may seem to strengthen the position of entrepreneurial
local government, the governance is dynamic and unstable. Local women’s organ-
ization is also in a contradictory situation that confronts the sex workers. This study
reveals that cooperation and conflict relationships among them have impacts on mak-
ing decision to find the right time and the reasonable strategy regarding the closure.
Therefore, it is necessary to provide various devices that can fundamentally collabo-

rative planning process so that various stakeholders can participate.

Keywords: Prostitution Space, Red-Light District, Gender, Governance, Collaborative

Planning, Urban Politics, Suwon City
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