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= Abstract

Future Prospects and Strategies
for National Territorial Development in an Era of New Normal:

Implications of Japan’s Compact and Network Strategies

Im, Bo-Yeong - Lee Kyoung-Soo - Ma, Kang-Rae

In Japan, there has been a huge migration of young people from regional areas
to three major metropolitan areas of Tokyo, Osaka and Nagoya from the 1950’s.
On the other hand, there have been a growing number of regional areas struggling
to maintain a certain level of public or private services due to insufficient population
density. A gradual increase in regional polarization has been reinforced by decreasing
job opportunities in non-metropolitan regions. Japanese government introduced the
spatial concept of “compact and networks” by developing ‘Grand Design of National
Spatial Development towards 2050° which aims to respond to the challenges Japan
faces including an unprecedented population decreasing society, as well as economic
depression. South Korea have the similar problems as the Japan has undergone in
the several decades. The main purpose of this study is to provide a rich discussion
of spatial development strategies by reviewing Japanese government’s recent efforts
to reshape spatial structures. This paper suggests that firstly, spatial development
strategies should reinforce effective collaboration between growing metropolitan areas
and adjacent areas in decline. Secondly, regional industrial policies need to be tightly
linked with ‘compact and networks’ spatial strategies in order to not only develop

the local economies, but also improve the productivity of the entire nation.

Keywords: Metropolitan Area, Small and Medium-Sized Cities, Declining Population,

Compact and Network, Spatial Strategies
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