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= Abstract

The Life of the Socially Underprivileged and Balanced Regional Development:

Analyzing the Interregional Disparity in Capabilities

In Kwon Park

This study approaches the issues of inter-regional disparity and balanced develop-
ment from the perspective of the socially underprivileged. We ask whether the quality
of life, i.e. well-being of the socially underprivileged also is balanced between regions,
as the regional disparities in economic performance are eased at the macro and
‘average’ level. This paper uses the Capabilities Approach to answer this question
by assessing their well-being by region as ‘capabilities’ and comparing it among
the regions. To this end, we have established a ‘Capabilities Indicator System for
the Socially Underprivileged(CIS-SU)’ and applied it to 162 cities and counties in
Korea to compare and analyze their capabilities among the regions. The analysis
shows that while the GRDP per capita is balanced among the regions, the capabilities
of the socially underprivileged are considerably different between the Seoul Capital
Area and the Provinces, and between large cities, small and medium cities, and rural
areas. Based on the results, we argue that the regional balanced regional development
policy should be extended to the social inclusion policy to solve the regional disparity
in terms of the well-being of the socially underprivileged and suggest policy directions

for realizing this.

Keywords: socially underprivileged, balanced regional development, capabilities

approach, regional disparity, social inclusion
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