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= Abstract

Making “My home”:
spatial strategies of young women as housing precariat

Gwon, Minji

The concept of precariat suggests the possibility of the formation of a new political
subject by designating unstable workers as one class and highlights the psychological
aspects linked to job market instability. However, not enough attention has been
paid to gender as a cause of precariat formation, and subjectivity of the precariat
has been overlooked. This paper contributes to current discussion by employing the
concept of precarity and precariat to analyze housing experiences of Korean young
women and investigates major factors in forming housing precariat, aspects of hous-
ing precarity, and their spatial strategies. In this paper, housing precariat is defined
as a group that experiences the absence of housing space where one can feel comfort-
able and secure, with privacy protected, and can focus on self-improvement without
interruption, regardless of the existence of physical dwelling space. The combination
of growing economic precarity caused by the diffusion of neo-liberalism and the pat-
riarchal historical and cultural context of Korea creates housing precariat among
young women in South Korea. However, in Korean society where normative life
course, such as marriage, is taken for granted, housing precarity of young women
is regarded as a temporary problem and remains on the fringe of housing welfare
policy. Despite the given set of circumstances, they try to improve housing stability
by implementing diverse spatial strategies such as migration strategies, communal
housing, and alternative place-making. This paper expands the understanding of
housing precarity of Korean young women, which has been at the periphery of the
discussion and suggests the need to introduce gender mainstreaming in residential

welfare policies.
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