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= Abstract

A Critical Review on the Concept of Network City as a Strategy

against Uneven Development

Kwon, Kyusang

This paper aims to critically review Choi Byung-Doo’s works exploring the applica-
tion of the network city concept as a strategy to overcome uneven development
through the recent empirical studies. Choi emphasized the need for administrative
and political practices that can lead to substantial cooperation between cities in order
for network cities to function effectively. However, despite the critical approach to
the limitations of the network city theory, he considered the normativity of the net-
work city as a goal to be aimed at, and still reserves the conclusion about what
is the desirable structure of the network city. Through critical reviewing the three
components of network city (size similarity, flow evenness, network economy as an
alternative to agglomeration economy), this paper argues that the network city should
be treated as a object of verification because the effects of each factor depend on
the spatio-temporal contexts. However, Choi’s argument that cooperative governance
in the network city theory should be considered as hegemonic governance reveals
the power and political attributes inherent in the network and draws considerable
theoretical progress when combined with empirical analysis of the effects of network

cities.

Keywords: uneven development, network city, urban network, polycentric urban

region(PUR), world city, Byung-Doo Choi
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