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= Abstract

The Role of Public Administration in State-Driven Land Development

Projects: Acceleration Policy and Administrative Procedure

Choi, Hyemin (Hemin)

The purpose of this study is to reinvestigate the mechanism of urban development
during Korea’s rapid economic growth era. Since ‘Acceleration of Land Development
Law’ was formulated in 1981, strong government-led development allowed supplying
large quantity of housing until 1990s. However, existing research has mainly focused
on the evaluation and quality of policy outcome and did not attempt to understand
internal mechanism of accelerated development. In order to fill this research gap,
this study examines formal process of ‘Acceleration of Land Development Law’ from
administrative procedure perspective using project data from 1980 to 1997 and em-
pirically described development law by region, area, presidency cycle and project type.
Additionally, ‘Suseo-area housing land development’ was chosen as a case study to
explain informal side of development mechanism. Combined findings show that speed
of administrative process, the role of administration, democratization of administrative
organization, legal process and public value are closely related to the development

of urban space.

Keywords: Acceleration of Land Development Law, administrative procedure,

government-led urban development
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