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= Abstract

The Roles of Local NGOs in Disaster Governance:

The Case of the Sewol Ferry Disaster

Lee, Yong-Sook - Park, Seungbin - Song, Youjung

This study analyzes the network of local NGOs and their roles in disaster gover-
nance, viewing local NGOs as significant actors that can contribute to the improve-
ment of local resilience. This study has two major findings. Local NGOs as advocates
and as regulators are influential in their network and appeal for the investigation
of causes of the disaster, pressing the government through social and political con-
dolence activities. Local NGOs as service providers, which is less influential in their
network, act as mediators and thus contribute to vitalizing the disaster governance
in Ansan by the following three ways: () coordinating volunteers and linking local
institutions and resources to the victims and the local residents, (2) organizing social
and political condolence rites, and (@) alleviating local conflicts. This study is mainly
based on a case study including archival research, social network analysis, and

in-depth interview.

Keywords: disaster governance, local NGOs, mediator, local community, the Sewol

Ferry
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