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= Abstract

A Critical Reading on Choi Byung-Doo’s Political-Economic Analysis

of Korean Cities and Regions

Lee, Hoobin

This paper attempts to critically read Choi Byung-Doo’s political-economic analy-
sis of cities and regions. The object of review is the analysis of Korean urban space
production and uneven regional development conducted by Choi Byung-Doo, and
the criteria for review is the integration of place characteristics and logical consistency
to explain the concrete reality of Korea with capital accumulation logic. The politi-
cal-economic analysis of Choi Byung-Doo urged the epistemological shift of space
problem as social process beyond physical phenomenon, but there are some dis-
appointments as to whether the unique spatio-temporal nature of Korean capitalism
has been clarified. The analysis that applied the abstract theory of spatial political
economy did not capture the characteristics of Korean spatial envuronment, and the
analysis emphasizing the characteristics of place did not consistently lead to the logic
of capital accumulation. I argue that there is a need to pay attention to the devel-
opmental neoliberalization in order to grasp the current spatio-temporal nature of
Korean capitalism. It is necessary to analyze the unique neoliberalization in Korean
cities and regions, that is, the state intervenes in the market to activate the capital
investment, and the capital strengthens the accumulation by dispossession with utiliz-

ing this contradictory situation.

Keywords: spatial political economy, urban space production, uneven regional

development, place, capital accumulation
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