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= Abstract

The Absorption of Urban Commons under Neoliberalism:

Focused on Creative City Strategy & Art Action

Kwon, Beomchul

This study deals with the risk of absorption of commons under neoliberalism,
centered on art squat and creative city strategy. Creative city strategy seeks to utilize
the activities of communities mobilized for solving social problems more productively.
In other words, the strategy that aims to make socially produced creativity as the
basis of economic development is concerned with how to cultivate it socially, assuming
that the immaterial qualities of creativity occupy an increasingly important place
in contemporary economy. This discourse of creative city shares a point similar to
the social factory and the biopolitical production concept that understand that society
as a whole becomes the moment of production. However, the creative city discourse
makes a crucial difference from the autonomist Marxism writers in that it tries to
utilize real subsumption(social factory) positively and ‘productively’. In this regard,
we can understand the creative city as a biopolitical machine that integrates life
activities into labor, or ‘productive’ security dispositif. In the process, artists’ com-
mons are being transformed from the basis of autonomous life into an instrument
for improving urban competitiveness.

These points indicate that commons are in a complex situation today. Commons
emerged as an alternative in the threat of neoliberalism, but anti-capitalist subjects
were not the only ones to pay attention to it. As the neoliberal program as a accumu-
lation strategy reveals its limit, the commons began to be considered as an alternative
to it. At this time, the commons was the exit chosen by capital as an alternative
to neoliberalism (as opposed to capital). As a similar case, community is called as

the subject to solve social problems. Thus the commons are not a sound discourse
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as an alternative to the state and market, but are being polluted as with many
other languages under capitalism. Now, it is time to reclaim the commons from
the ongoing process. At this time, the class analysis of the commons can be a tool

to open the way for reappropriation away from the risk of absorption.

Keywords: commons, squat, creative city, social factory, unwaged labor
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